
 

 

3rd Grade 
     Language Arts  

 

AKS/Objective: Compare and contrast central messages, themes, settings, and plots 

written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a 

series), using key details to explain ideas. 

  

This means… 

I can… compare and contrast themes, 

settings, and plots in stories written by the 

same author.   

I can… use key details in both stories to 

explain my ideas. 

This looks like… 

Action 1: Your child should be able to compare 

themes, settings, and plots in stories written by 

the same author. 

Action 2: Your child should be able to explain 

the comparisons and contrasts using key details in 

both stories. 

 

Activity Title: Compare/Contrast Themes, Settings, and Plots  LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials:  

● computer/device to access the internet 

● Online text, Dragon Tales (one book with two folktales) 

○ pg. 6, The Four Dragons: A dragon tale from China 

○ pg. 16, The Piasa Bird: A dragon tale from North America 

● Graphic Organizer (completed) 

● Graphic Organizer (blank) 

● paper 

● pencil/pen 

 

Directions:  

● Read the book, Dragon Tales before reading it with your child. This book includes two 

folktales. Read the prologues (text 1, pg. 4; text 2, pg. 16-17) for each story that gives 

important background knowledge about  

 

 

https://okapi-digital-literacy.com/book/0bbb464f-4b07-4420-ac4b-0cd55b09982f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l6r-_RzEzPEuyFsIHkXDwVFI4ILxqeqBhIlRdY8TAPI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EVJZ6prFxjCowbeSNnZExTp0rRJxjroKlVTcUruQnbk/copy
https://okapi-digital-literacy.com/book/0bbb464f-4b07-4420-ac4b-0cd55b09982f
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the stories. You can decide whether to read this part of the story with your child or you can 

share it in your own words.  

● Complete the Graphic Organizer beforehand so you will be ready to guide your child to the 

answers.  

● Read the two stories in the book Dragon Tales with your child. Say: One of the dragon tales in 

this book is set in ancient China. The other is about a Native American tribe in North America. 

Alternatively, you can read the prologues with your child.  

● Help your child draw a graphic organizer on their paper like the picture below. On the left side 

write, “Text 1.” On the right side of the chart, write, “Text 2.” Alternatively, you can use the 

digital graphic organizer. 

 

 

● Help your child write the events of the story in text 1 under plot. Help your child think about 

the big events of the story to develop the theme of the story. Write the theme as a sentence 

under, “Theme.” 

● Ask your child to identify the setting of the story in text 1. Write it on the graphic organizer.  

●  Help your child write the events of the story in text 2 under plot. Help your child think about 

the big events of the story to develop the theme of the story. Write the theme as a sentence 

under, “Theme.” 

● Ask your child to identify the setting of the story in text 1. Write it on the graphic organizer.  

● Ask your child to identify the setting of the story in text 2. Write it on the graphic organizer.  

● Discuss both stories with your child to identify the ways the themes and plots of the story in 

both texts are the same. Write those on the graphic organizer. 

● Identify the ways the themes and plots of the story in both texts are different. Write those on 

the graphic organizer. 

● Stress the importance of using the details in the story to help you compare and contrast the 

themes and plots.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l6r-_RzEzPEuyFsIHkXDwVFI4ILxqeqBhIlRdY8TAPI/edit?usp=sharing
https://okapi-digital-literacy.com/book/0bbb464f-4b07-4420-ac4b-0cd55b09982f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EVJZ6prFxjCowbeSNnZExTp0rRJxjroKlVTcUruQnbk/copy
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If the activity is too hard, try this:  

● If your child has difficulty discussing two stories at once, choose only one book to read in one 

sitting per day.  
 

● If your child had difficulty identifying the theme, focus on the story elements like characters, 

setting, and the plot/events of the story. Using the digital graphic organizer, have your child 

complete one section per story and write about the setting and if possible, the plot/events. They 

should write specific details. You can help your child by asking probing questions like, 1) What 

do they see in the pictures, 2) What did the author describe?  3) What happened first, second 

and third, 3) How did the story end? 4) How did the characters change in the story? 
 

● Consider the reading series kids are comparing. Perhaps, folktales may be too difficult. If 

students are reading at a beginning 3rd grade level, choose a realistic fiction series at that level. 

Some series books that are readily available through the public and/or school libraries at this 

level include:  

○ Ready Freddy! 

○ Cam Jansen  

○ Keena Ford 

○ Horrible Harry   

○ The Magic Treehouse   

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

● Try this skill with more complex stories in a series where the theme is not explicitly stated or 

where there may be multiple themes. Some series books like this include: 

○ The Lemonade War series by Jacqueline Davies 

○ Grace Series by Mary Hoffman 

○ The Questioneers books by Andrea Beaty (Iggy Peck, Architect; Sofia Valdez, Future 

Prez, Ada Twist, Scientist; Rosie Revere, Engineer; Aaron Slater, Illustrator) 

 

● Ask your child to write a short story about a character from their favorite series. Ask them to 

identify the theme of that story and how it is the same or different than the themes in their 

favorite series.  

If the activity is just right, try this:  

Encourage your child to read fiction texts by the same author with the same and similar characters and 

compare and contrast the plots and themes. Use the key details in the story to discuss the ways in 

which the plots and themes are alike and different.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EVJZ6prFxjCowbeSNnZExTp0rRJxjroKlVTcUruQnbk/copy

